
Rensselaer County 

Unified Family Services 

Veterans Service Agency 

1600 Seventh Avenue 

Troy, NY   12180 

Phone: (518) 270-2760 

FAX:  (518) 270-2956 
Albany, NY (October 3, 2012) 

Governor Andrew M. Cuomo today signed legislation allowing the state Department of Motor Vehicles 

(DMV) to place a distinguishing mark on a driver's license, or non-driver ID, to indicate its holder is a 

veteran. Under this law, a veteran of the United States Armed Forces may request to have this veteran 

status mark from the DMV. 

 Many local businesses across the state currently provide discounts to veterans. This law will make it 

more simple and convenient for veterans to show and verify to a business their status as veterans on a 

driver's license or non-driver ID without having to carry multiple forms of identification. In order to 

obtain this status from the DMV, applicants will have to submit proof that they were honorably dis-

charged from the armed forces. 

 "These men and women have made invaluable sacrifices for our state and nation, and now that they 

have returned home, government will work for them," Governor Cuomo said. "We are proud to help 

distinguish them as veterans." 

 The law takes effect in one year. 

 In the meantime, DMV will revise its application forms and make other accommodations to handle 

requests for a status mark. In addition, the review of documents supporting an honorable discharge 

from the armed forces will be an additional task for DMV staff during the license renewal process, and 

license renewals for those requesting a mark will be processed manually. Currently, routine renewals 

are processed automatically. 

 Senator Greg Ball said, "It is impossible to fully express both my excitement and appreciation for the 

Governor's support. The biggest problem we face in providing services and benefits to veterans is ac-

tually being able to identify them, especially returning veterans. This will now give veterans the option 

of indicating their service on their driver's licenses. Once identified we can pro-actively communicate 

with veterans to connect them to the hundreds of services and benefits available. I am proud to be the 

sponsor of this bill and I thank the Governor for his continued support and leadership on this critical 

matter." 

 Assemblyman Bob Sweeney said, "This new law will make it easy for veterans to identify themselves 

to businesses who choose to offer discounts. The law will provide assistance to veterans and recognize 

their service. I would like to thank Governor Cuomo for signing this bill into law and Mr. Bill Linder 

of Copiague, Lt. Commander, U.S. Navy (retired) for suggesting the idea." 

Van Transportation... 

Don’t drive and need to get 

to the VA Medical Center or 

the Troy VA Clinic!? 

We offer complimentary van 

transportation to and from 

the Albany VA for most 

morning medical appoint-

ments. 

For more details call 270-2760. 

NOTE: 

IN ORDER TO ALLOW FOR 

ROUTINE MAINTENANCE 

OUR VANS WILL BE OFF-

ROAD FROM  DECEMBER 

24TH THRU DECEMBER 

28TH. SERVICE WILL RE-

SUME ON MONDAY, DECEM-

BER 31st. 

Governor Cuomo Signs Bill Allowing DMV to Mark Veteran Status on Driver's Licenses 

 and  

Non-driver IDs 
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JOB FAIR 

 

WHERE: Stratton VAMC 

BLD# 67 

 

WHEN: March 14, 2013 

 

Time: 10 a.m. — 3 p.m. 



 

February 18...Presidents Day—Office Closed 

 

March 11...Honor-A-Deceased Veteran Ceremony….to be announced 

 

March 14….Job Fair at the Stratton VAMC Campus Building 67 from 10 a.m.—3 p.m. 

Upcoming Events: 
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Call us by the 15th of the month 

and we will list your event .  

The Albany Housing Coalition, Inc. has received a $250,000 award from the Home Depot Foundation 

to operate a home repair and improvement program for area low-income veteran homeowners in select 

counties with a priority to senior vets. Assistance will also be provided on a case-by-case basis for 

returning combat veterans with need for modifications to eliminate barriers and improve access. 

 

Priorities for Assistance 

 

Once determined eligible, those veteran households with the lowest income and the greatest need will       

be assisted first. In addition, applications will be prioritized using the following priority order: 

 

 ● Senior (62+) Veteran Home Owners; 

 ● OEF/OIF veterans with a demonstrable home modification need (the home to be modified does 

     not have to be owned by the OEF/OIF veteran); 

 ● Veteran homeowners with a 100% documented disability; 

 ● Surviving spouse of WWII and Korean War Veterans; 

 ● Veteran owners less than 62 years old; 

 ● Surviving spouses of Vietnam-era veterans and of OEF/OIF veterans. 

 

Application Income Limits 

 
Area 1: Counties of Albany, Schenectady, Rensselaer, Saratoga and Schoharie 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If interested in receiving an application packet for the Veterans’ Home Repair Program, please call the 

Rensselaer County Veterans Service Agency at (518) 270-2760. 

VETERANS HOME REPAIR PROGRAM 

Household Size 

 
1 Person 2 Person 3 Person 4 Person 5 Person 6 Person 7 Person 8 Person 

Maximum  

Household  

Income 

$49,230 $56,250 $63,270 $70,290 $75,960 $81,540 $87,210 $92,790 
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The following article by Tom Philpott was taken from the American Legion Magazine October 2012 



 

 

 

VETERANS: 

 

DO YOU HAVE LEGAL QUESTIONS?? 

LOOKING FOR ANSWERS BUT HAVE NO ACCESS TO AN ATTORNEY? 

 

            ANNOUNCING: 

   FREE EVENING LEGAL CLINIC 

WHERE:    Albany VA Medical Center 

WHEN:      Date, location, and time will be given when making an appointment. Call for details. 

WHAT:      Free 1/2 hour private consultation with an attorney for advice and information regarding  

                    your legal questions. 

 

HOW DO I SIGN UP? CALL 518-435-1770 

 

Say you want to make a legal clinic appointment for the LEGAL CLINIC AT ALBANY VA. 

 

 
DISCLAIMER: VA assumes no responsibility for the professional ability or integrity of The Legal Project. This referral does 

not constitute an endorsement or recommendation by the VA. 

 

Heroes at Home 

Do you have…… 

 the strength of a warrior, 

 the courage of a fighter, 

 and the heart of a hero? 

 

Are you an active member of the military,  

a veteran or a family member,  

and would like to support your comrades? 

 

We are currently recruiting for  

Peer Mentor Volunteers  
who are willing to share their own experiences  

and offer support to their peers in a confidential,  

   non-judgmental relationship.     

 

Heroes at Home: 
PFC Joseph Dwyer Peer Support Program serving Veterans and their Families in Rensselaer County 

Phone: (518) 279-7861 

 

Stuyvesant Plaza 

1475 Western Avenue, STE 59 

Albany, NY 12203-3705 

518-435-1770 (phone) 

518-435-1773 (fax) 



Camp Lejeune Veterans: Health Care for 15 Conditions by Terry Walters 2/21/13 

 

Did you serve on active duty at the U.S. Marine Corps Base at Camp Lejeune, North Carolina, from January 1, 1957 through Decem-

ber 31, 1987? You may have been exposed to drinking water contaminated with industrial solvents, benzene, and other chemicals. 

The Honoring America’s Veterans and Caring for Camp Lejeune Families Act of 2012 provided VA authority to treat Veterans who 

served at Camp Lejeune for not less than 30 days during the covered period. These Veterans are eligible for enrollment in Priority 

Group 6 or higher and receive cost-free VA health care for any of the following illnesses or conditions: 

 • Bladder cancer 

 • Miscarriage 

 • Breast cancer 

 • Multiple myeloma 

 • Esophageal cancer 

 • Myelodysplastic syndromes 

 • Female infertility 

 • Neurobehavioral effects 

 • Hepatic steatosis 

 • Non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma 

 • Kidney cancer 

 • Renal toxicity 

 • Leukemia 

 • Scleroderma 

 • Lung Cancer 

Veterans already enrolled in the VA health care can contact their local VA medical facility to receive care under the new law. Veter-

ans who are not enrolled should apply for VA health care benefits by completing a VA Form 10-10EZ. The application can be sub-

mitted online at www.va.gov., by calling toll-free 1-877-222-VETS (8387) or in person at their local VA medical care facility.  

Certain Family members who resided at Camp Lejeune will be eligible for health care once Congress appropriates funds to VA and 

final regulations are published. Family members can call 1-877-222-VETS (8387) to obtain more information. 

The VA Office of Public Health website provides information about Camp Lejeune water contamination at www.publichealth.va.gov 

The Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR) provides information at www.atsdr.cdc.gov. The US Marine 

Corps also maintains information at www.marines.mil/ and encourages all who lived or worked at Camp Lejeune before 1987 to 

register to receive notifications. 

Terry J. Walters is the Co-Chair of the VA Camp Lejeune Task Force and Deputy Chief Consultant of Post Deployment Health in the Office of Pub-

lic Health at the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs. 
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http://veterans.house.gov/HR1627
http://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/sites/lejeune/
https://clnr.hqi.usmc.mil/clwater/index.aspx


CONCERNED ABOUT ISSUES FACING VETERANS ??? 

 

HAVE IDEAS ABOUT HOW TO HELP ??? 

 

ARE YOU: 

 

   ● A member of an organization interested in helping veterans? 

    ● A veteran and/or member of a post who wants to help your fellow veterans? 

    ● An individual interested in helping the veteran community? 
 

      Please consider becoming a member of the Rensselaer County Veterans Coalition and join a team of  

     dedicated individuals whose main goal is to help the veteran community resolve issues that many  

     veterans are currently facing. 

  

If you are interested and would like to attend one of the  

coalition meetings, please email:  

 

Loni Warrington, Rensselaer County Veterans Service Agency at: 

LWarrington@rensco.com or call (518) 270-2760 for more information. 

May 13...Honor-a-Deceased Veteran Ceremony in the Legislative Chambers, 8:15am:  SFC.  Ryan J. Savard, US Army, KIA Afghanistan 

May 18…”Memorial Day-A Local Tribute” at the Hoosick Falls Armory (80 Church St., Hoosick Falls) 10am-3pm, more info call 686-3269 

May 27...Memorial Day-OFFICE CLOSED 

May 27...Veterans of Lansingburgh 17th Annual Memorial Day Parade, step off at 11 am- rain or shine 

May 27… North Greenbush Memorial Day Parade, step off at 1:30 pm 

June 9...Troy Flag Day Parade, kick off at 1 pm. 

June 10...Honor-a-Deceased Veteran Ceremony in the Legislative Chambers, 8:15am: Richard T. Smith, US Army, WWII KIA Germany 

* NOTE: Anyone wanting to honor a deceased Rensselaer County veteran, please call our office for more  information 270-2760 * 

Upcoming Events: 

 

The month of May brings us two very special days, Mother’s Day and Memorial Day. And at a time when more and more of our 

troops find themselves on higher alert from the continued unrest in the Middle East, and now Korea, I hope that we will keep all 

those serving in our armed forces in our thoughts and prayers, especially all military moms or moms currently serving in our armed 

forces who on this Mothers Day will be separated from their loved ones.   To be apart from your child because you or they are in 

harms way makes for a difficult day under any circumstances let alone on Mother’s Day. 

 

As well, on Memorial Day as we honor those who have fallen while fighting for the freedoms we hold so dear I also hope you will 

join me in taking the time to share with your loved ones of a younger generation the true meaning of this hallowed day.  Please use 

this as an opportunity to remind others that our freedoms are not free.  Rather they are a gift from the men and women who have 

worn the uniform of the United States military.  For those we honor on Memorial Day the price of our freedoms was their life. 

 

         Sincerely, 

 

         Kathleen M. Jimino 
 

A Message from our County Executive: 
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Call us by the 15th of the month 

and we will list your event .  



Rensselaer County 

Unified Family Services 

Veterans Service Agency 

1600 Seventh Avenue 

Troy, NY   12180 

Phone: (518) 270-2760 

FAX:  (518) 270-2956 

Van Transportation… 

Don’t drive and need to 

get to the VA Medical 

Center or the Troy VA 

Clinic? 

We offer complimen-

tary van transporta-

tion to and from the 

VAMC and Clinic for 

most morning medical 

appointments. 

For more 

details call 

270-2760. 

NYS Alternative Veterans’ Property Tax 

Exemption  
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Alternative Veterans' Exemption - Overview 
 

The alternative exemption provides a property tax exemption of 15% of assessed 

value to veterans who served during wartime and an additional 10% to those who served 

in a combat zone.  

 

The law also provides an additional exemption to disabled veterans equal to one-half of 

their service-connected disability ratings. The application form for the alternative exemp-

tion is RP-458-a; it must be filed with your local assessor. The alternative exemption is 

also applicable only to general municipal taxes and not to school taxes or special district 

levies. Unlike the eligible funds veterans’ exemption, however, the alternative exemption is 

limited to the primary residence (including, at local option, cooperative apartment) of a 

veteran, and is not based on eligible funds.  

 

Eligibility: What does the law mean by a “period of war”? 

The exemption is available to veterans who served on active duty in the US armed services dur-

ing the Persian Gulf Conflict (on or after August 2, 1990); Vietnam war (December 22, 1961- 

May 7, 1975); Korean war (June 27, 1950—January 31, 1955); World War II (December 7, 

1941— December 31, 1946); World War I (April 6, 1917—November 11, 1918); the Mexican 

Border Period (May 9, 1916—April 5, 1917) or the Spanish-American War (April 21, 1898—

July 4, 1902). The dates of the Korean and Vietnam Wars and the Persian Gulf Conflict are 

prescribed in the State law, while the dates of the other wars are derived from federal law. Also 

eligible for the exemption are certain individuals who served during World War II in the US 

Merchant Marines and persons who served overseas in a civilian capacity during World War II 

either in the American Field Service under the United States Armies and the United States 

Army Groups or as a flight crew and aviation ground support employee of American Airlines’ 

contract with the Air Transport Command. 

 

May a veteran who did not serve during a “period of war” qualify for the exemption? 

Yes, a veteran who is a recipient of an Armed Forces expeditionary medal, a Navy expedition-

ary medal, a Marine Corps expeditionary medal, or a Global War on Terrorism expeditionary 

medal may qualify. 

 

If the qualifying veteran is deceased, can the alternative exemption still be granted? 

Yes, provided that the title to the property is in the name of the veteran’s unremarried, surviving 

spouse, who continues to use the home as the primary residence. A veteran who also is the unre-

married surviving spouse of a qualifying veteran also may receive any exemption to which the 

deceased spouse entitled. In the event that both husband and wife are deceased, the exemption 

can be continued for the veterans’ dependent mother, father, child or children under 21 who 

have legally received the property and who use it as their primary residence.         

    

VETERANS 

CRISIS  LINE 

 

1-800-273-8255 
PRESS 1 

 

**Confidential chat at 

Veterans CrisisLine.net 

or text to 838255** 
TTY service 1-800-799-4889 

 

Confidential support 24 

hours a day, 7 days a week, 

365 days a year, for veterans 

and their loved ones. 



 

Cold War Veterans’ Exemption—Overview 

 
How does the Cold War veterans’ exemption work? 

The exemption provides a basic property, of either 10 or 15 percent of assessed value (as adopted by the municipality) to veterans 

who served during the Cold War period. The law also provides an additional exemption to disabled veterans, equal to one-half of 

their service- connected disability ratings. The basic exemption is limited to 10 years, but there is no limit for the disabled portion of 

this exemption. In both instances, the exemption is limited to the primary residence of the veteran, and is applicable only to general 

municipal taxes, not to school taxes or special district levies.  

 

Where the Cold War exemption is in effect, does the assessor automatically give the exemption to a Cold War veteran?  

No. Where the exemption is offered by local option of the municipality, the veteran must file an application, RP-458-b, with the as-

sessor by “taxable status date”. In most towns, this date is March 1, but please check the date with your assessor to be sure. The vet-

eran must show a discharge or release from the US Armed Forces under honorable conditions, that the service was during the Cold 

War period for at least one year (exclusive of active duty training), and that he or she was awarded the Cold War Recognition Certifi-

cate as authorized under Public Law 105-85 (the 1998 National Defense Authorization Act). If the veteran seeks the additional ex-

emption available under the law, proof must be provided to show a service-connected disability.  

 

What type of proof will be accepted? 

Form DD-214, which you should have received upon separation from the service, contains some of the information the assessor 

needs to determine your eligibility. For this exemption, you will also need to provide the Cold War Recognition Certificate. Other 

written documentation also may help to prove eligibility, such as a copy of discharge orders, VA documentation for disability rating, 

etc. You should also have a copy of the deed to the house or other proof that you and/or your spouse are the owners of the property. 

 

Where can I get a copy of my veteran’s service records or other information to document my eligibility? 

Check with your local office of the New York State Division of Veterans’ Affairs or your County Veterans Service Agency 

as to how you should proceed. 

 

What does the law mean by the “Cold War”? 

The exemption is available to veterans who served on active duty (exclusive of training) for at least one year in the United States 

armed forces between September 2, 1945 and December 26, 1991, and who are not currently receiving either the eligible funds or 

alternative veterans’ exemption. 
 

What are the ownership requirements of the Cold War exemption? 

The legal title to the property must be in the name of the veteran or the spouse of the veteran or both, or the unremarried surviving 

spouse of the veteran. If the property is owned by more than one qualified owner, the exemption to which each is entitled may be 

combined. Also, if a veteran is the unremarried surviving spouse of a veteran, that person may also receive any exemption to which 

the deceased spouse was entitled. 
 

What are the residential and occupancy requirements of the law? 

The property must be used exclusively for residential purposes, and must also be the primary residence of a Cold War veteran or the 

unremarried spouse of a Cold War veteran unless that person is absent from the property due to medical reasons or institutionalized 

for up to five years. If a portion of the property is used for non-residential purposes, the exemption will apply only to that portion of 

the property that is used exclusively for residential purposes. 

 

What are the dollar limits on the Cold War veterans’ exemption? 

Once it decides to put the Cold War exemption into effect (at either 10 or 15 percent of assessed value), each county, city, town and 

village has the additional option of using the maximum set of exemptions established by State law or passing a local law to use a 

reduced maximum set of exemptions. The maximums are listed in the instructions for the Cold War veterans exemption available 

online or from your assessors office. You should check with your assessor to determine the maximum exemption limits in your  

municipality. 

NYS COLD WAR VETERANS’ PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTION 
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2013 CAPITAL REGION  

HOMELESS VETERAN’S STAND-DOWN 

ARE YOU A VETERAN IN NEED OF HELP?? 

Saturday, September 28, 2013 

8:00 A.M.-1:00 P.M. 

 

Colonie BPO Elks # 2192 

11 Elks Lane 

Latham, NY  

Every second Monday of the month, the County honors a deceased veteran in a very moving and respectful cere-

mony in the County Legislative Chambers. If you have loved one,  who was a veteran from Rensselaer County 

and would like to have them honored, please contact the Rensselaer County Veterans Service Agency at 270-2760 

for an application. 

 

The following criteria applies to the honorees: 

 

- Must be from Rensselaer County (born, raised or resided in); 

- Must have been Honorably Discharged and discharge must accompany application; 

- May only be honored once; 

- Submitted application must be legible and have a family contact (name, address and telephone number);  

- List of all medals, campaigns, and battles; 

- Include civilian history (all community services and organizations); 

- Copy of obituary must accompany application; 

- Be as detailed as possible,  the entire ceremony is dedicated to this veteran and it is their life story. 
 

Honor-A-Deceased Veteran Ceremony 
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ARE YOU ELIGIBLE? 

 

Eligibility for the Rensselaer County Veterans’ Discount Program is for Veterans or the widows/widowers of Veterans. 

 

Eligibility for a Veterans ID Card is dependent on being an honorably discharged Veteran of the United State Military. 

 

The Veteran or widow/widower MUST apply for the card in person. 

 

Receipt of the Veterans FAVOR card is dependent in the Veteran or widow/widower’s filing of an original Discharge 

(DD-214) at the Rensselaer County Clerk’s Office. 

 

   WHERE DO I APPLY?    

   Rensselaer County Clerk’s Office  
   105 Third Street 

   Troy, NY 12180  

   (518) 270-4080 

RETURN THE F.A.V.O.R.  
VETERAN DISCOUNT PROGRAM 



 

 

Another Memorial Day has passed and this year as in years past communities throughout Rensselaer 

County honored our fallen heroes for their sacrifice while fighting for the freedoms we hold so dear as 

Americans.  Once again this year I had the honor of participating in a number of parades and memorial 

services marking this solemn day and bestowing the gratitude of a thankful nation to the men and 

women who have and still serve in our Armed Forces.  And for that opportunity I am truly thankful. 

 

I would like to offer my sincere thanks to all of the groups and individuals who organize and coordinate 

the various functions and parades.  It is those efforts that provide us all yet another opportunity to 

thank our men and women in uniform and our veterans for their selfless acts as well as express our ap-

preciation to the families of those who made the ultimate sacrifice in defense of our freedom. 

 
  
        Sincerely,     
        Kathleen M. Jimino 
 

 

 

 

June 10th...Honor-A-Deceased Veteran Ceremony , Legislative Chambers @ 8:30am:  

    Tech 5th Grade Richard T. Smith, US Army-WWII KIA Germany 

July 4th...Independence Day-OFFICE CLOSED 

July 5th...Honoring All Who Served, VETERANS NIGHT at the Joseph L. Bruno Stadium @ 7PM 

July 8th…Honor-A-Deceased Veteran Ceremony, Legislative Chambers @ 8:30am: 

    Nicholas H. Grinaldo, US Army, WWII 

A Message From Our County Executive 

Upcoming Events: 

Heroes at Home 

Generations of Veterans have experienced challenges readjusting to civilian life, reintegrating 

with their families, and going back to work. Often, these challenges take an emotional toll on vet-

erans who may also be struggling to cope with the physical injuries associated with war. If this 

sounds familiar to you...help is available. 

Heroes at Home trains peer mentors to meet with any veteran who needs to talk about his or her 

concerns. These volunteer peer mentors are not therapists, but rather fellow veterans who undergo 

training to be able to help them listen to veterans and help them address their concerns. They pro-

vide an understanding shoulder to lean on, and can refer veterans to various services when needed. 

This program is not part of the VA. It is a local program within Rensselaer County, intended to 

help veterans and their families in the county. If you would like to meet with a Peer Mentor, e-

mail Joel Abelove, Director of Veterans and Family Services or call 518.279.7861 for more info. 
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Call us by the 15th of the month and we 

will list your event .  

http://www.heroesathomerensco.com/component/contact/contact/14-staff/2-joel-abelove
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Rensselaer County 

Unified Family Services 

Veterans Service Agency 

1600 Seventh Avenue 

Troy, NY   12180 

Phone: (518) 270-2760 

Since 1957, if you had military service earnings for active duty (including active duty 

for training), you paid Social Security taxes on those earnings. Since 1988, inactive duty 

service in the Armed Forces reserves (such as weekend drills) has also been covered by 

Social Security. 

Under certain circumstances, special extra earnings for your military service from 1957 

through 2001 can be credited to your record for Social Security purposes. These extra 

earnings credits may help you qualify for Social Security or increase the amount of your 

Social Security benefit. 

Special extra earnings credits are granted for periods of active duty or active duty for 

training. Special extra earnings credits are not granted for inactive duty training. 

If your active military service occurred 

From 1957 through 1967, we will add the extra credits to your record when you 

apply for Social Security benefits. 

From 1968 through 2001, you do not need to do anything to receive these extra 

credits. The credits were automatically added to your record. 

After 2001, there are no special extra earnings credits for military service.  

 
HOW YOU GET CREDIT FOR SPECIAL EXTRA EARNINGS 

The information that follows applies only to active duty military service earnings from 

1957 through 2001. Here's how the special extra earnings are credited on your record: 

Service in 1957 Through 1977 

You are credited with $300 in additional earnings for each calendar quarter in which you 

received active duty basic pay. 

Service in 1978 through 2001 

For every $300 in active duty basic pay, you are credited with an additional $100 in 

earnings up to a maximum of $1,200 a year. If you enlisted after September 7, 1980, and 

didn't complete at least 24 months of active duty or your full tour, you may not be able 

to receive the additional earnings. Check with Social Security for details @ 1-866-770-2662. 

Note: In January 2002, Public Law 107-117, the Defense Appropriations Act, 

stopped the special extra earnings that have been credited to military service per-

sonnel. Military service in calendar year 2002 and future years no longer qualifies 

for these special extra earnings credits. 

Hiring Our Heroes 

 2013 HIRING FAIR 

DMNA 

NY NG Headquarters 

330 Old Niskayuna Road 

Latham, NY 12110 

October 16, 2013 

From 10am-1pm 

 

To register, visit 

hohworks.evenbrite.com/  

Or call (202)463-5807 
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Special Extra Earnings For Military Service 

Van Transportation... 

Don’t drive and need to get 

to the VA Medical Center or 

the Troy VA Clinic!? 

We offer complimentary van 

transportation to and from 

the VAMC and/or Clinic for 

most morning medical ap-

pointments. Call our office 

for more details, to included 

hours of operation and rules/

regulations 270-2760. 

http://www.ssa.gov/retire2/military.htm#2002#2002


Receiving or Replacing Military Medals: 

Medals awarded while in active service are issued by the individual military services if requested by veterans or their next of kin. 

Requests for replacement medals, decorations, and awards should be directed to the branch of military in which the veteran served. 

However, for Air Force (including Army Air Corps) and Army veterans, the National Personnel Records center (NPRC) verifies 

awards and forwards requests and verification to appropriate services. 

Requests for replacement medals should be submitted on Standard Form 180, “Request Pertaining To Military Records,” which may 

be obtained at your local VA office. 

When requesting medals, type or clearly print the veteran’s full name, include the veteran’s branch of service, service number or 

Social Security number and provide the veteran’s exact or approximate dates of military service . The request must contain the sig-

nature of the veteran or next of kin if the veteran is deceased. If available, include a copy of the discharge or separation document. 

 

Receiving or Replacing Military Records: 

If discharge or separation papers are lost, veterans or the next of kin of deceased veterans may obtain duplicate copies by writing the 

National Personnel Records Center, Military Personnel Records, 9700 Page Blvd., St. Louis, MO 63132-5100. Specify that a dupli-

cate separation document is needed. The veteran’s full name should be printed or typed so that is can be read clearly, but the request 

must also contain the signature of the veteran or the signature of the next of kin, if the veteran is deceased. Include branch of service, 

service number or Social Security number and exact or approximate dates and years of service. Use Standard Form 180, “Request  

Pertaining To Military Records” 

You may also request a copy of military records via the internet at www.archives.gov. If you choose this method, we strongly sug-

gest that once the records are received by the veteran, that they register  a copy with their local Veterans Service Agency. 

August 12th...Honor-A-Deceased Veteran Ceremony in the Legislative Chambers, 8:30am: 

      Jay E. Arnold Sr., USAF, Vietnam 

August 28th – September 2nd…Schaghticoke Fair  COME VISIT OUR BOOTH!       (Office Closed) 

September 14th...Uncle Sam Gravesite Ceremony at 10a.m. followed by a brunch at the Veterans of Lansingburgh. 

September 15th…Uncle Sam Parade (see above article) 

September 9th...Honor-A-Deceased Veteran Ceremony in Legislative Chambers, 8:30am: 

      Cornelius L. Gray, US Army, WWII, Korea &Vietnam 

September 28th...Capital Region Veteran Stand-Down (see Page 3) 

October 14th...Columbus Day observed-OFFICE CLOSED 
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Upcoming events...                            

    September 14th & 15th Troy will celebrate Samuel Wilson’s birthday 

(9/13/1766).This event includes a graveside ceremony on Saturday at Oakwood Ceme-

tery at 10:00 am. Followed by a brunch at  the Veterans of Lansingburgh, tickets can 

be purchased at the door.  On Sunday the festivities begin with a parade at 1p.m., 

followed by family fun and entertainment in Powers Park and a fireworks show.                                     

     Our veterans office always participates in the parade.  It is our desire to have a 

large representation of Rensselaer County Veterans.  If you would like to join our 

marching contingent, (line-up at noon) you may contact our office for more details.   

JOIN US FOR THE UNCLE SAM PARADE... 

Military Medals and Records 



Every second Monday of the month, Rensselaer County honors a deceased veteran in a very moving and respectful ceremony 

in the County Legislative Chambers. 

 

If you have a loved one who was a veteran from Rensselaer County and would like to have them honored, please contact the 

Rensselaer County Veterans at 270-2760 for an application. 

 

The following criteria applies to the honorees: 

- Must have personal tie to Rensselaer County (born, raised, or resided in); 

- Must have been discharged under honorable conditions and discharge must accompany application; 

- Copy of obituary must accompany application; 

- May only be honored once; 

- Submitted applications must be legible and have a family contact (name, address and telephone number);  

- List of all medals, campaigns, and battles; 

- Include civilian history (all community services and organizations); 

- Be as detailed as possible,  the entire ceremony is dedicated to this one particular veteran and it is their life story; 

- Completed applications and supporting info must be turned into the Rensselaer County Veterans Service Agency@ 1600     

Seventh Avenue, Troy, NY 12180. 

If you are interested in going and 

can not get transportation to the 

Stand Down, you can contact your 

local Veterans Service Agency to 

inquire about transportation at the 

following county VA numbers: 

 

Albany……………… (518) 447-7713 

Columbia…………… (518) 828-3610 

Rensselaer………. (518) 270-2760 

Saratoga…………. (518) 884-4115 

Schenectady….. (518) 377-2423 

Washington…….. (518) 746-2470 

Saturday only…  (518)785-3557 

   Saturday, September 28th, from 

8:00 am until 1:00 pm will be the 

annual Veterans Stand Down for 

veterans who are homeless or at 

risk of being homeless and their 

families. 

   Free help will be available for      

employment, food, clothing, medical 

screening, legal assistance, as well 

as information on programs and ser-

vices.  Day care will be available 

throughout the day.  

   This event will take place at : 

Colonie BPO Elks #2192,  

11 Elks Lane, Latham, NY.  

RETURN THE F.A.V.O.R.  

VETERAN DISCOUNT PROGRAM 
 

ARE YOU ELIGIBLE? 

Eligibility for the Rensselaer County Veterans’  

Discount Program is for Veterans or the widows 

/widowers of Veterans. 

 

Eligibility for a Veterans ID Card is dependent  

on being an honorably discharged Veteran of the 

United State Military. 

 

The Veteran or widow/widower MUST apply  

for the card in person. 

 

Receipt of the Veterans FAVOR card is depend-

ent on the Veteran or widow/widower’s filing of 

an original Discharge (DD-214) at the 

 Rensselaer County Clerk’s Office. 
 

 WHERE DO I APPLY?  

          Rensselaer County Clerk’s Office 

105 Third Street 

Troy, NY 12180  

(518) 270-4080 

Honor-A-Deceased Veteran Ceremony 

CAPITAL REGION VETERANS STAND DOWN 

Please send your ad layout and payment by 

October 11, 2013- NO EXCEPTIONS  

We need this lead time in order to get the 

program “press” ready and would appreci-

ate it if every effort would be made to ad-

here to this deadline. 

   Please make your check payable to: 

 Rensselaer County Veterans Fund,  

1600 Seventh Avenue, Troy, NY 12180. 

  If you have any questions you may contact 

our office at 270-2760. 

Our 15th Annual Veterans Day Breakfast 

will be held on Sunday, November 10th at 

the Brunswick Lodge of Elks #2556 You 

may place your ad in our program at the 

following rates: 

 Full Page…..$100 

 1/2 Page…….$ 60 

 1/4 Page…….$ 30

 Booster……..$ 10 

Place Your Ad... 

Volume 8, Issue 4 Page 3 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A word from our County Veter 

 

A BAG FILLED WITH ORDINARY THINGS CAN BRING HOPE TO VETERANS 

 

TOTES OF HOPE CAMPAIGN 

 

Through September 5th, the American Red Cross will be collecting personal care items to assist veterans in our 

community. 

 

You can bring hope to a local veteran in the Northeast New York region by donating personal care items that will 

be packaged and given to veterans in our local care facilities. ALL ITEMS MUST BE NEW. 

●Socks ●Hand sanitizer   ●Deck of cards  ●A personal note 

●Toothbrushes ●Combs/brushes   ●Shampoo  of thanks to the 

●Toothpaste ●Body powder   ●Body wash  veteran who will 

●Dental Floss ●Body Lotion   ●Feminine hygiene receive the tote 

●Deodorant ●Fleece throws   ●Shaving cream 

●After shave ●Kleenex    ●Disposable razors 

●Liquid soap ●Hand wipes   ●Chapstick 

Items may be dropped off at the following locations 

                        ●American Red Cross Northeastern New York, 33 Everett Rd., Albany 

                         ●American Red Cross Adirondack-Saratoga, 74 Warren St., Glens Falls 

      ●Camelot Print and Copy Center, 100 Fuller Rd., Albany 

 
For more info about the Totes of Hope Campaign or other services for military members, please call 518-694-5160. 

 

   VETERANS CAREER NETWORK  

●Peer support, drop-ins welcome 
●Career counseling and job search assistance 
●Help with resumes, interview and phone techniques ●Skill and aptitude assessments 
●Continuing education 
●Benefits information—education, medical care, other Veterans  benefits 
●Connection with resources for housing and other basic needs during transition to employment 
●Ongoing assistance from local Human Resource Professionals  

 Every Thursday 10:30-12 noon 
            Beginning August 22, 2013 

      Room 603C 
            Stratton VA Medical Center 

          113 Holland Avenue 
        Albany, NY 12208 

 
More information please call 518-626-5150 

 
Find full schedule of events on Facebook 
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FLY THE FLAG 

 
On Wednesday, September 11, 

2013, an American flag should be 

displayed outside every home, apart-

ment,  

office, and store in the United States. 

Every individual should make it 

their duty to display an American 

flag on this seventh anniversary of 

one of our country’s worst tragedies. 

 

We do this to honor those who lost 

their lives on 9/11, their families and 

loved ones who continue to endure 

the pain, and those who today are 

fighting at home and abroad to  

preserve our cherished freedoms. 

 

In the days, weeks and months fol-

lowing 9/11, our country was bathed 

in America flags as citizens mourned 

the incredible losses and stood 

shoulder-to-shoulder against 

terrorism. Sadly, a majority of those 

flags have all but disappeared. 

 

Our patriotism pulled us through 

some though times and it shouldn’t 

take another to galvanize us in soli-

darity. Our flag is the fabric of our 

country and together we can prevail 

over terrorism of all kinds. 



Rensselaer Count y 

Unified Fam ily Servic es 
Veterans Servic e Agenc y 

1600 Sev enth Aven ue 

Troy, NY   12180 

Phone: (518) 270-2760 

FAX:  (518) 270-2956 

J O I N  U S!! 

In a SALUTE 

to Veterans. 

There are sev-

eral events hap-

pening in Rensselaer County 

to show our appreciation to 

our Veterans for their sacri-

fices to preserve both our 

nation’s and our individual 

freedoms. Please make every 

effort to join us in recogniz-

ing those who served. 

 On Wednesday, November 

6th, Questar III located at 35 

Colleen Rd. in Troy will be 

holding a free Veterans Day 

Dinner for all local veterans 

from 11 am to 12:30 pm, 

please call 273-2264 to re-

serve your seating. 

  On Sunday, November 

10th, all veterans and their 

immediately family members 

are invited to our annual 

breakfast at the Bruns-

wick Lodge of Elks (665 

Brunswick Rd., Eagle 

Mills, from 8:30 a.m. until 

11:30 a.m. This is a free 

breakfast sponsored by the 

Hon. Kathleen M. Jimino, 

Rensselaer County Executive 

and the Rensselaer County 

Veterans Service Agency. To 

include a noontime Medal 

Presentation Ceremony, 

where we will be presenting 

medals to some of our local 

veterans. 

  On Veterans Day, Mon-

day, November 11th, is the   

annual Memory Walk in 

Troy sponsored by the Veter-

ans of Lansingburgh. The 

walk begins at 9:00 a.m. 

near the old Troy City Hall 

at the Monument Square 

Memorial and visits each of 

Troy’s memorials (World 

War II, Korean and Viet-

nam). The Veterans of 

Lansingburgh hosts refresh-

ments at their post following 

this event. 

 

     

Van Transportation... 

Don’t drive and need to get 

to the VA Medical Center or 

the Troy VA Clinic!? 

We offer complimentary van 

transportation to and from 

the VAMC and Clinic for 

most morning medical 

appointments. 

Call 270-2760  

Message from our County Executive….Kathleen M. Jimino: 

On November 10th Rensselaer County will celebrate its 15th Annual Veterans Breakfast 

and Medal Presentation Ceremony.   This year’s event will be held at the Brunswick Elks 

beginning at 8:30 am for breakfast and noon for the Medal Presentation Ceremony. 

 

The ceremony is a truly wonderful event that honors our veterans for their service and rec-

ognizes them for their dedication to our nation.  Veterans are presented the medals and 

citations they have earned through their services to our nation during this moving cere-

mony.  Taking part in this ceremony is without question one of the most enjoyable aspects 

of being the Rensselaer County Executive. 

 

The breakfast is free to all veterans and their immediate families and I am hopeful that we 

will once again have a full house as we honor all those who have served in our armed 

forces!  And, especially with Veterans’ Day right around the corner, a big Thank You! To 

all those who’ve served! 

    Sincerely, 
 

       Kathleen M. Jimino 

Veterans Day Events... 

Rensselaer County V
eterans 

Newsletter 

KATHLEEN M. JIMINO 

 County Executive 
    

Robert M. Reiter           

   Director           
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Rensselaer County 

Unified Family Services 

Veterans Service Agency 

1600 Seventh Avenue 

Troy, NY   12180 

Phone: (518) 270-2760 

FAX:  (518) 270-2956 

VETERANS’ RIGHTS  

PROJECT 

 

www.albanylaw.edu/veterans 

 
Albany Law School is hosting a 

Veterans’ Service Day on October 

19th, from 9am to 5pm. 

 

If you are a veteran with a legal 

issue and you would like to meet 

with a volunteer attorney for a 

free appointment, please contact 

518-445-2365 or 

jbennett@albanylaw.edu to re-

serve an appointment. First come, 

first serve. 

 

The program is open to all veter-

ans seeking general legal help, 

including employment , business, 

and more. 

 

Location: Albany Law School 

80 New Scotland Avenue 

Albany, NY 12208 



Rensselaer County Sheriff’s Office is partnering with Rolling Thunder New 
York Chapter 5 to honor veterans and it’s heroes by building a new Veterans 
Memorial Park. The installation of this park will be in front of the Rensselaer 
County Public Safety Building in Troy NY. 
 
This memorial is to honor veterans serving with the Rensselaer County Sher-
iff’s Office. The mission of the Park is two-fold – to recognize those who served 
their country and to provide veterans an area to reflect on the time spent in 
service. All members of the community are welcome to visit the park. 
 
The committee for the Veterans Memorial Park will be collaborating with local 
professionals to design a memorial park to honor our nation’s veterans. In or-
der for this park to succeed donations are needed. To show your support for 
this project make checks payable: 
 
RTNY5 PO Box 12363 Albany NY 12211 Attn: RCSO veteran’s memorial. 
 
We have an opportunity to build a Veterans Memorial Park in Rensselaer 

County and give tribute to ALL our veterans. This park will be a great place to 

remember, honor and reflect on the great sacrifices our military men and 

women have made,” said Sheriff Mahar. 

October 14th...Columbus Day—OFFICE CLOSED 

October 15th...Honor-A-Deceased Veteran Ceremony– County Legislative Chambers at 8:15am, Alan J. Morrill, Army Air Corps, WWII 

October 16th...Hiring Our Heroes from 10am-1pm(Employment Workshop 9am) at DMNA 330 Old Niskayuna Rd., Latham register @        

           hohworks.evenbrite.com/ 

October 19th...Veterans’ Service Day hosted by Albany Law School, from 9am to 5pm. More info call 445-2365  

November 5…Election Day—REMEMBER TO VOTE!!! OFFICE CLOSED 

November 6…Free Veterans Day Luncheon at Questar III from 11:00 am to 12:30 pm, please call 273-2264 to reserve your seats 

November 10...Free Veterans Day Breakfast at the Brunswick Lodge of Elks #2556, 8:30 am-11:30 am, noontime Medal Presentation 

November 11...Veterans Day— OFFICE CLOSED 

November 11...Veterans Day Memory Walk in Troy, meeting at Old Troy City Hall near Monument Square, 9 a.m. start time 

November 12...Honor-A-Deceased Veteran Ceremony-County Legislative Chambers at 8:15 am, Kenneth L. Sunkes,Jr., USMC, PG Era  

 

Veterans Memorial Park 

Call our office to inquiry about listing your event 
on our calendar  (518) 270-2760. 

Upcoming Events... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Generations of Veterans have experienced challenges readjusting to civilian life, reintegrating with their families, and going back to work. 

Often, these challenges take an emotional toll on veterans who may also be struggling to cope with the physical injuries associated with 

war. If this sounds familiar to you...help is available. Heroes at Home trains peer mentors to meet with any veteran who needs to talk about 

his or her concerns. These volunteer peer mentors are not therapists, but rather fellow veterans who undergo training to be able to help them 

listen to veterans and help them address their concerns. They provide an understanding shoulder to lean on, and can refer veterans to various 

services when needed. This program is not part of the VA. It is a local program within Rensselaer County, intended to help veterans and 

their families in the county. If you would like to meet with a Peer Mentor, e-mail Joel Abelove, Director of Veterans and Family Services or 

call 518.279.7861 for more info. 
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Heroes at Home 

RETURN THE F.A.V.O.R.  

VETERAN DISCOUNT PROGRAM 
 

ARE YOU ELIGIBLE? 

Eligibility for the Rensselaer County Veterans’  

Discount Program is for Veterans or the widows 

/widowers of Veterans. 

 

Eligibility for a Veterans ID Card is dependent  

on being an honorably discharged Veteran of 

the 

United State Military. 

 

The Veteran or widow/widower MUST apply  

for the card in person. 

 

Receipt of the Veterans FAVOR card is de-

pendent on the Veteran or widow/widower’s 

filing of an original Discharge (DD-214) at the 

 Rensselaer County Clerk’s Office. 

 

 WHERE DO I APPLY?  

          Rensselaer County Clerk’s Office 

105 Third Street 

Troy, NY 12180  

(518) 270-4080 
 

http://www.heroesathomerensco.com/component/contact/contact/14-staff/2-joel-abelove


The Governor's Programs to Hire Persons/Veterans with Disabilities consist of two specialized programs. These programs are coor-

dinated efforts to place individuals with disabilities in entry-level State jobs. No initial written or oral examinations are required for 

appointment. You must however, submit a formal application and a medical evaluation may be necessary for program certification. 

 

 Who are wartime veterans? 

Veterans of the armed forces of the United States who served during time of war and have a disability might qualify for the 55-c Pro-

gram. Veterans must have served on a full-time active basis, other than active duty for training purposes. Civil Service Law defines 

"time of war" to include: 

 World War I—April 6, 1917 - November 11, 1918, World War II—December 7, 1941 - December 31, 1946, Korean War—June 

27, 1950 - January 31, 1955, Vietnam War—February 28, 1961 - May 7, 1975, Persian Gulf Conflict—August 2, 1990 to the date 

upon which such hostilities end. 

 

 "Time of war" also includes the following hostilities, as established by receipt of the following: 

Armed Forces expeditionary medal, Navy expeditionary medal, or Marine Corps expeditionary medal for 

Hostilities in Lebanon—June 1, 1983 - December 1, 1987 

Hostilities in Grenada—October 23, 1983 - November 21, 1983 

Hostilities in Panama—December 20, 1989 - January 31, 1990 

 

 Who are wartime veterans with disabilities? 

The Employee Health Service (EHS) of the New York State Department of Civil Service will certify that the veteran is medically 

eligible. Medical eligibility is based on the degree of functional limitation, rather than the type of disability. The veteran may be re-

quired to undergo an examination (at no cost) by an EHS physician or an outside consultant to become eligible for the 55-c Program. 

A service connected disability is not a requirement in order to apply for this program. 

 

While veterans with disabilities are not require to take a written or oral examination, they must meet the educational and/or experi-

ence qualifications for the position. Veterans certified eligible for the 55-c Program receive no guarantees of State employment, and 

they are not placed on a "list". 

 

There are no "55-c jobs". Rather, State agencies may convert any entry-level position that is filled via an open-competitive civil ser-

vice examination to a non-competitive 55-c position for a 55-c appointment. State agencies are not required to participate in this pro-

gram. Many personnel directors, however, find that the 55-c Program provides the ideal appointment alternative for quality candi-

dates or for positions otherwise under a hiring freeze due to budgetary constraints. 

 

(continued on Page 4) 

Veteran Employees with Disabilities (55c) 
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For Burial in a National Cemetery 
Burial benefits available include a gravesite in any of our 131 national cemeteries with available space, opening and 
closing of the grave, perpetual care, a Government headstone or marker, a burial flag, and a Presidential Memorial Cer-
tificate, at no cost to the family. Some Veterans may also be eligible for Burial Allowances. Cremated remains are buried 
or inurned in national cemeteries in the same manner and with the same honors as casketed remains. 

Burial benefits available for spouses and dependents buried in a national cemetery include burial with the Veteran, per-
petual care, and the spouse or dependents name and date of birth and death will be inscribed on the Veteran's head-
stone, at no cost to the family. Eligible spouses and dependents may be buried, even if they predecease the Veteran. 
The Veterans family should make funeral or cremation arrangements with a funeral provider or cremation office. Any 
item or service obtained from a funeral home or cremation office will be at the family's expense. 
 
Preparing in Advance 
Gravesites in Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) national cemeteries cannot be reserved in advance. 
You should advise your family of your wishes and where your discharge papers* are kept. These papers are very impor-
tant in establishing your eligibility.  
At the time of need your family would contact a funeral home who will assist them with making burial arrangements at 
the national cemetery.  You may wish to make pre-need arrangements with a funeral home. 
To schedule a burial: Fax all discharge documentation to the National Cemetery Scheduling Office at 1-866-900-6417 
and follow-up with a phone call to 1-800-535-1117. 
 
Donating Burial Flags in National Cemeteries 
Most of the Department of Veterans Affairs national cemeteries display an Avenue of Flags on patriotic holidays and dur-
ing special events. The Avenues consist of burial flags donated by the families of deceased Veterans and provide a 
unique visible tribute to all of our Nation's Veterans. 
A Certificate of Appreciation is presented to the donor for providing their loved ones' burial flag to a national cemetery. 
Please contact the cemetery of your choice for information on how to donate a Veteran's burial flag. 
 
For Burial in a Private Cemetery 
Burial benefits available for Veterans buried in a private cemetery may include a Government headstone, marker or me-
dallion, a burial flag, and a Presidential Memorial Certificate, at no cost to the family. Some Veterans may also be eligible 
for Burial Allowances. There are not any VA benefits available to spouses and dependents buried in a private cemetery. 

VETERAN EMPLOYESS WITH DISABILITIES (55C)- (continued from Page 3) 

BURIAL BENEFITS 

Currently, the Division of the Budget permits agencies to fill positions under a hiring freeze with qualified 55-c appoint-
ments. Such positions may be filled without Division of the Budget approval provided the agency can fund those posi-
tions within approved funding and personnel levels. 

  
How do I apply for eligibility under Section 55-c? 
You may apply by completing a special application form, DPM01, and returning it along with a resume and a copy of a 
recent medical statement signed by your physician. The documentation must clearly state the nature of your disability 
and the extent of your functional limitations. To obtain an application and information packet, click on the link above or 
you may call or write the New York State Department of Civil Service (see below). The completed application and 
medical statements should be submitted to this same address. 
 

New York State 
Department of Civil Service 

55 b/c Program 
55 Mohawk Street 
Cohoes, NY 12047 

 Please contact the New York State Department of Civil Service with any questions at 518-233-3118 local number 

1-866-297-4356 toll free number 
http://www.cs.ny.gov/dpm/c55.cfm  

http://www.cem.va.gov/cem/cems/listcem.asp
http://www.cem.va.gov/cem/hmm/
http://www.cem.va.gov/cem/burial_benefits/burial_flags.asp
http://www.cem.va.gov/cem/pmc.asp
http://www.cem.va.gov/cem/pmc.asp
http://www.benefits.va.gov/BENEFITS/factsheets/burials/Burial.pdf
http://www.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records/
http://www.cem.va.gov/CEM/burial_benefits/need.asp
http://www.cem.va.gov/cem/cems/listcem.asp
http://www.cem.va.gov/cem/hmm/
http://www.cem.va.gov/cem/hmm/
http://www.cem.va.gov/cem/burial_benefits/burial_flags.asp
http://www.cem.va.gov/cem/pmc.asp
http://www.benefits.va.gov/BENEFITS/factsheets/burials/Burial.pdf
http://www.cs.ny.gov/dpm/c55.cfm
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