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      What Are VA Burial Allowances? 
VA burial allowances are partial reimbursements of an eligible Veteran's burial and 
funeral costs. When the cause of death is not service related, the reimbursements 
are generally described as two payments: 
(1) a burial and funeral expense allowance, and (2) a plot or interment allowance. 

Who Is Eligible? 
You may be eligible for a VA burial allowance if: 
� you paid for a Veteran's burial or funeral, AND 
� you have not been reimbursed by another government agency or some other 
source, such as the deceased veteran's employer, AND 
� the Veteran was discharged under conditions other than dishonorable. 
In addition, at least one of the following conditions must be met: 
� the Veteran died because of a service-related disability, OR 
� the Veteran was receiving VA pension or compensation at the time of death, OR 
� the Veteran was entitled to receive VA pension or compensation, but decided not 
to reduce his/her military retirement or disability pay, OR 
� the Veteran died while hospitalized by VA, or while receiving care under VA con-
tract at a non-VA facility, OR 
� the Veteran died while traveling under proper authorization and at VA expense to 
or from a specified place for the purpose of examination, treatment, or care, OR 
� the Veteran had an original or reopened claim pending at the time of death and 
has been found entitled to compensation or pension from a date prior to the date or 
death, OR 
� the veteran died on or after October 9, 1996, while a patient at a VA-approved 
state nursing home. 

How Much Does VA Pay? 
Service-Related Death. VA will pay up to $2,000 toward burial expenses for deaths 
on or after September 11, 2001. VA will pay up to $1,500 for deaths prior to Septem-
ber 10, 2001. If the Veteran is buried in a VA national cemetery, some or all of the 
cost of transporting the deceased may be reimbursed. 
Non-service-Related Death. For deaths on or after October 1, 2011, VA will pay up 
to $700 toward burial and funeral expenses (if hospitalized by VA at time of death), 
or $300 toward burial and funeral expenses (if not hospitalized by VA at time of 
death), and a $700.00 plot-interment allowance (if not buried in a national cemetery). 
For deaths on or after December 1, 2001, but before October 1, 2011, VA will pay up 
to $300 toward burial and funeral expenses and a $300 plot-interment allowance. 
The plot interment allowance is $150 for deaths prior to December 1, 2001. If the 
death happened while the Veteran was in a VA hospital or under VA contracted nurs-
ing home care, some or all of the costs for transporting the Veteran’s remains may 
be reimbursed. An annual increase in burial and plot allowances, for deaths occur-
ring after October 1, 2011, begins in fiscal year 2013 based on the Consumer Price 
Index for the preceding 12-month period. 
 

    (Continued Page 2) 

Van Transportation… 
∗ Don’t drive and need to 

get to the VA Medical 
Center or the Troy VA 
Clinic!? 

∗ We offer complimentary 
van transportation to 
and from the VAMC and 
Clinic for most morning 
medical appointments. 

For more details call 
270-2760 

SERVICE-CONNECTED 
COMPENSATION RATES 

2012 (effective 01/01/12)  
10% (a) $127  
20% (b) $251  
30% (c) $389  
40% (d) $560  
50% (e) $797  
60% (f) $1009  
70% (g) $1,272  
80% (h) $1,478  
90% (i) $1,661  
100% (j) $2,769  
Vet Pension $1,021 
Death Pension $684 
DIC  $1,195 
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How Can You Apply? 
You can apply by filling out VA Form 21-530, Application for Burial Benefits. You should attach a copy of 
the veteran’s military discharge document (DD 214 or equivalent), death certificate, funeral and burial 
bills. They should show that you have paid them in full. You may download the form at 
http://www.va.gov/vaforms/ 
 
Related Benefits 
VA National Cemetery Burials / Headstones and Markers / Presidential Memorial Certificates / Burial Flags 

For More Information, Call Toll-Free 1-800-827-1000 or Rensselaer County VSA @270-2760 
or Visit the DVA website at http://www.va.gov 

February 13...Honor-a-Deceased Veteran Ceremony in the Legislative Chambers,8:15 am: 
Brigadier General (Ret.) James J. Kenney US ARNG  

  

February 20...President’s Day— Office Closed 
 

March 12...Honor-a-Deceased Veteran Ceremony in the Legislative Chambers, 8:15am: 
Curtis Lee Jones, US Army, KIA WWII   

 
* NOTE: Anyone wanting to honor a deceased Rensselaer County veteran, please call our office for more  information 270-2760 * 

VA BURIAL ALLOWANCES CONT’D FROM PAGE 1 

Upcoming Events: 

  
 As many of you are probably aware claims are currently taking approximately two 
years and in some cases even longer! As an example C and P cases heard last February 
are still pending when it used to take about 60 days for notification to arrive.  I as well as  
Veterans Directors from across the region have discussed this problem with the New York  
Office and expressed our serious concerns with these completely unacceptable delays.  
  
 During my conversations with the New York Office they informed me that they are  
currently training new employees to help address the situation.  I am hopeful this is  
addressed quickly but until it is my hands are truly tied.  Rest assured that I will continue 
to pressure the VA to address this serious problem. 
 
 
 
 
 
           Yours in Patriotism, 
            BOB 
 

A Message from our County Director: 
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Call us by the 15th of the month 
and we will list your event .  



What do I use VA Form 21-601 for?  
Use VA Form 21-601 to apply for accrued benefits due the beneficiary but not paid prior to death. Each person claiming a share of ac-
crued benefits must complete a separate VA Form 21-601.  
 
Note: If you are a deceased veteran's surviving spouse, child, or dependent parent, you should apply for death benefits, including ac-
crued benefits, using VA Form 21-534, Application for Dependency and Indemnity Compensation, Death Pension and Accrued Benefits 
by a Surviving Spouse or Child (Including Death Compensation if Applicable) or VA Form 21-535, Application for Dependency and 
Indemnity Compensation by Parent(s) (Including Accrued Benefits and Death Compensation, When Applicable). 
 
What are accrued benefits and how does VA decide what I will or will not receive?  
Accrued benefits are benefits that were due the beneficiary at the time of death but not paid prior to death. Entitlement to accrued bene-
fits is determined according to the line of succession established by law.  
 
Benefits are payable to the first living person listed below. The fact that a preferred beneficiary fails to file or prosecute a claim does not 
permit payment of his/her share of accrued benefits to a person or persons having an equal or lower preference. A waiver of right also 
does not permit such payment. If there are no living persons who are entitled on the basis of relationship, accrued benefits may be pay-
able as reimbursement for last illness and burial expenses. 

Definitions: Child means an unmarried child of the veteran who is under 18 years of age, or at least 18 but under 23 years of age and 
pursuing an approved course of education, or became incapable of self support prior to reaching age 18. However, benefits may be pay-
able to the veteran's children, regardless of age or marital status, if lump sum accrued benefits are payable.  
 
Lump sum accrued benefits are amounts withheld from a competent veteran's Old Law Pension benefits (fixed rate since 1960) during 
hospital treatment, or institutional or domiciliary care.  
 
Who may file a claim for reimbursement for last illness and burial expenses?  
If there are no living persons who are entitled on the basis of relationship, accrued benefits may be used to reimburse the person or per-
sons who paid for or are responsible to pay the expenses of last illness and burial of a beneficiary. The claim should be filed by the per-
son or persons whose funds were or will be used to pay such expenses. If the expenses were paid from funds of the deceased benefici-
ary's estate, the claim should be filed by the executor or administrator of the estate. If the expenses have not been paid, the claim may be 
filed by the person who is responsible for the payment of these expenses. However, all unpaid creditors must sign Part IV, Reimburse-
ment Waiver.        (Continued Page 2)   

Accrued Benefits 
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When the deceased beneficiary is a   When the deceased beneficiary is a   When the deceased beneficiary 
Veteran, accrued is payable  surviving spouse, accrued is payable is a child, accrued is payable 
●in full to the surviving spouse, or  ●in equal shares to the veteran’s                ●in equal shares to the veteran’s 
●in equal shares to the veteran’s children children (see definition below of  children who are entitled to death 
(see definition of “child” below), or   “child” below).    compensation, dependency and  
●In equal shares to the veteran’s parents,      indemnity, compensation, or death  
if they are dependent upon the veteran      pension (see definition of “child”  
at the date of the veteran’s death, or       below). 
●in full to the sole surviving parent, if 
he/she is dependent upon the veteran at 
the date of the veteran’s death. 



What are the time limits to apply for accrued benefits?  
A claim for accrued benefits must be filed within one year from the date of death of the deceased beneficiary.  
 
Exception: A claim for lump sum accrued benefits (benefits that were withheld from a competent veteran during hospital treatment, institu-
tional, or domiciliary care) must be filed within five years from the veteran's date of death. However, if the person who is entitled to the 
lump sum accrued benefits has been declared incompetent by a court of law or Federal or State government agency at the time of the vet-
eran's death, the five year period begins from the date of termination or removal of the finding of incompetency.  
 
What evidence should I submit? 
1. Furnish a copy of the death certificate unless the beneficiary died in a VA medical facility. 
 
2. If an executor or administrator of the beneficiary's estate has been assigned, submit a certified copy of the letters of administration or 
letters testamentary bearing the signature and seal of the appointing court. 
 
3. If you are claiming reimbursement for last illness and burial expenses of a beneficiary, submit all bills and statements of account covering 
the services and supplies that were provided in connection with these expenses. The bill or statement of account should be submitted on the 
regular billhead of the creditor and show: 
 - the dates, nature, and costs of services or supplies provided,  
 - the name of the deceased for whom the expenses were incurred, and  
 - whether the expense has been paid, and, if so, by whom.  

April 9...Honor-a-Deceased Veteran Ceremony in the Legislative Chambers,8:15 am: 
 Francis D. “Dan” Dougherty, US Army, Korea  

April 28… Gary Sinise’s Lt. Dan Band Concert at the Washington Street Armory in Albany to help Tech Sgt. Joseph Wilkinson 

May 14...Honor-a-Deceased Veteran Ceremony in the Legislative Chambers, 8:15am: 
 1st. Lt. William P. “Perry” Williams, US Army, KIA WWII 

May 28...Veterans of Lansingburgh 16th Annual Memorial Day Parade at 11 a.m. 

May 28...North Greenbush Memorial Day Parade at 1:30 p.m. 
* NOTE: Anyone wanting to honor a deceased Rensselaer County veteran, please call our office for more  information 270-2760 * 

Accrued Benefits…...continued from Page 1 

Upcoming Events: 

 
The cost of prescription medications can have a devastating impact on a family’s household budget.  To help offset those 
costs Rensselaer County is now participating in the ProAct Discount Prescription Medication Program that provides us-
ers with discounts ranging from 10 to 20 percent on brand name drugs and 20 to 70 percent on generic drugs.  For the 
month of February and the last two weeks of January since the program was implemented Rensselaer County residents 
have saved nearly $25,000 by using the free and simple to use program.  
  
Over 80,000 of the cards were mailed out throughout the County but if you didn’t get one or have misplaced the one you 
received please give my office a call at 518-270-2900 and we will send one out to you.  Cards are also available at vari-
ous County facilities throughout the County. 
  
Hope to see you soon and a sincere thank you for your service! 
         Sincerely, 
         Kathleen M. Jimino 

A Message from our County Executive: 
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Rensselaer County 

Unified Family Services 

Veterans Service Agency 

1600 Seventh Avenue 

Troy, NY   12180 

Phone: (518) 270-2760 

FAX:  (518) 270-2956 

The 2009 War Supplemental Appropriations Act established Retroactive Stop Loss Special 

Pay (RSLSP), providing $500 for each month/partial month served in stop loss status. Ser-

vice members, veterans, and beneficiaries of servicemembers whose service was involuntar-

ily extended under Stop Loss between Sept. 11, 2001 and Sept. 30, 2009 are eligible for 

RSLSP. 

To receive this benefit, those who served under stop loss must submit a claim for the special 

pay. Throughout the year, the services have been reaching out to servicemembers, veterans 

and their families through direct mail, veteran service organizations, and the media. But there 

is still money left to be claimed, and the deadline is approaching. The average benefit is 

$3,700. 

General Procedure 

Individuals who meet eligibility criteria should submit an application by October 21, 2012. 

By law, there is no authorization to make payments on claims that are submitted after the 

deadline. 

Eligible members should visit their specific service's Web site and submit their application 

on-line; on-line submission provides a claim number, allows for automated status updates, 

and provides a means for the military service to contact the applicant. 

If eligible members do not have internet access, they should print, complete and sign Depart-

ment of Defense Form 2944, Claim for Retroactive Stop Loss Payment. Next, choose the 

appropriate method for submitting the claim form and available supporting documents based 

on your service specifications. This information can be found on your service's stop loss 

Web site. 

The following documents are examples of authorized source documents but may not be com-

prehensive, depending on specific status and service. 

Source Documents 

1. DD 214 (8-09), Certificate of Release or Discharge from Active Duty and/or DD 215 (8-

09), Correction to DD 214, Certificate of Release or Discharge from Active Duty. 

2. Personnel record or enlistment or reenlistment document recording original expiration of 

service date. 

3. Approved retirement/transfer to the Fleet Reserve memorandum or orders establishing 

retirement prior to actual date of retirement as stipulated in DD 214 or DD 215. 

 

       (Continued Page 2) 

Van Transportation… 

Don’t drive and need to 

get to the VA Medical 

Center or the Troy VA 

Clinic? 

We offer complimen-

tary van transporta-

tion to and from the 

VAMC and Clinic for 

most morning medical 

appointments. 

For more 

details call 

270-2760. 
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Saturday, September 29, 2012 

8 a.m.—1 p.m. 

At the 

Colonie BPO Elks #2192 

11 Elks Lane, Latham, NY 



4.  Approved resignation memorandum or transition orders establishing a separation date prior to actual date of 

 separation as stipulated on DD 214 or DD 215. 

5. Signed documentation or affidavit from knowledgeable officials from the individual’s chain of command ac

 knowledging separation/deployment, etc. 

6. Revocation of retirement or separation orders. 
 

Note on Eligibility 

Effective Dec. 19, 2009, per the Defense Appropriations Act, stop-lossed servicemembers who volun-

tarily reenlisted or extended their service, and received a bonus for such reenlistment or extension of 

service, became ineligible to receive retroactive stop loss special pay. There may be rare circumstances 

where an individual can be eligible for this pay and have received a bonus. The Department continues 

to encourage all who believe they may qualify to apply and allow a service counselor to review each 

individual situation. 

The following service-specific sites provide more information and allow you to begin the RSLSP claim 

process. 

Army:   877-736-5554  Email: RetroStopLossPay@CONUS.Army.Mil 

Marine Corps: 877-242-2830  Email: stoploss@usmc.mil 

Navy:   901-874-4427  Email: NXAG_N132C@navy.mil 

Air Force:  800-525-0102  Email (active): afpc.dpsos.stoploss@randolph.af.mi 
        

      Email (guard/reserve): arpc.contactcenter@arpc.denver.af.mil 

CONGRATULATIONS  goes to 1SG Patrick Abrams. 

The recipient of two Purple Hearts, First Sergeant (1SG) Patrick Abrams outstanding military career 

spans over 30 years, with combined service in the United States Army and the New York Army Na-

tional Guard. 1SG Abrams has served two combat deployments during his years of service: from 1971-

1972, he served with the 101st Airborne Division in the Republic of Vietnam; and in 2004, he served 

with C/2/108th Infantry 1st Infantry Division during Operation Iraqi Freedom. 

In addition to two Purple Hearts, 1SG Abrams has received numerous military awards and decora-

tions, including two Bronze Stars and the Combat Infantryman’s Badge, retiring from the Army in 

2007. Pat still serves to this day, he volunteers at the Albany VAMC and with STRIDE/Wounded War-

riors and has served as the co-chairperson for the Wounded Warrior ski weekend event during the 

past two years. 

RETROACTIVE STOP LOSS SPECIAL PAY CONT’D  
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New York State Senate VETERANS Hall of Fame 2012 Honoree…... 
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Troy Flag Day Parade 
           

   MARCHERS WANTED     

 June 10, 2012  Annual Troy Flag Day Parade 

 Rensselaer County Veterans Service Agency 

  is looking for Veterans to march with us in the parade. 

   If you are interested please, call our office for details 

                                   At (518) 270-2760                                    

Every second Monday of the month, the County honors a deceased veteran in a very moving and respectful cere-

mony in the County Legislative Chambers. If you have loved one,  who was a veteran from Rensselaer County 

and would like to have them honored, please contact the Rensselaer County Veterans Service Agency at 270-2760 

for an application. 

 

The following criteria applies to the honorees: 

 

- Must be from Rensselaer County (born, raised or resided in); 

- Must have been Honorably Discharged and discharge must accompany application; 

- May only be honored once; 

- Submitted application must be legible and have a family contact (name, address and telephone number);  

- List of all medals, campaigns, and battles; 

- Include civilian history (all community services and organizations); 

- Copy of obituary must accompany application; 

- Be as detailed as possible,  the entire ceremony is dedicated to this veteran and it is their life story. 
 

Honor-A-Deceased Veteran Ceremony 
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ARE YOU ELIGIBLE? 

 

Eligibility for the Rensselaer County Veterans’ Discount Program is for Veterans or the widows/widowers of Veterans. 

 

Eligibility for a Veterans ID Card is dependent on being an honorably discharged Veteran of the United State Military. 

 

The Veteran or widow/widower MUST apply for the card in person. 

 

Receipt of the Veterans FAVOR card is dependent in the Veteran or widow/widower’s filing of an original Discharge 

(DD-214) at the Rensselaer County Clerk’s Office. 

 

WHERE DO I APPLY?       

Rensselaer County Clerk’s Office     

105 Third Street 

Troy, NY 12180  

(518) 270-4080 

RETURN THE F.A.V.O.R.  
VETERAN DISCOUNT PROGRAM 



Every May communities and families gather to celebrate Memorial Day.  This is a day where 
we honor those who have fallen while fighting for the freedoms we hold so dear. Once again 
this year I had the honor of participating in a number of parades and community events  
marking this solemn day and bestowing the gratitude of a thankful nation to the men and 
women who have and still serve in our Armed Forces.  And for that opportunity I am truly 
thankful. 
 
I would also like to offer my sincere thanks to all of the groups and individuals who organize 
and coordinate the various functions and parades.  It is those efforts that provide us all yet  
another opportunity to thank our soldiers for their selfless acts and to express our appreciation 
to the families of those who made the ultimate sacrifice in defense of our freedom. 
 

        Sincerely,     

        Kathleen M. Jimino 
 

 

June 10th...Troy Flag Day Parade, kick off at  1pm 

June 11th...Honor-A-Deceased Veteran Ceremony , Legislative Chambers @ 8:15am, John P. McAuliff, US Army, WWII & Korea 

June 15th-17th … Sand Lake Kiwanis Summerfest  2012 

June 14th… Flag Day– Free lunch for veterans & spouses 60 years or older at the Troy Senior Center-call 270-5349 to RSVP 

July 4th...Independence Day-OFFICE CLOSED 

July 9th…Honor-A-Deceased Veteran ….there will be no ceremony for the month of July. 

 

A Message From Our County Executive 

Upcoming Events: 

SAVE THE DATE 
HELP THE STEPHEN SILLER TUNNEL TO TOWER FOUNDATION  

AND  
THE GARY SINISE FOUNDATION  

   “BUILDING FOR AMERICA’S BRAVEST” 

 

Rolling Thunder Chapter 5 NY is hosting a 
“Bikers for America’s Bravest” 

“343” Run at Birch Hill Catering 
 

ALL PROCEEDS FROM THIS RUN WILLHELP  BUILD A SMART HOME FOR OUR LOCAL 

HERO, TECH SGT JOE WILKINSON, US AIR FORCE 

 
 

Run on September 9, 2012 
Registration kicks off at 9:11 AM 

For more detail go to: www.Home4joe.com 
OR call Jenn @ 518-788-4239 or Ron @518-542-9834 
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Rensselaer County 

Unified Family Services 

Veterans Service Agency 

1600 Seventh Avenue 

Troy, NY   12180 

Phone: (518) 270-2760 

Hunting Licenses & Fishing Permits are available at reduced cost to Veterans with a 

40% or greater disability rating and free to NYS residents who are active mem-

bers of the NYARNG, US Reserve or Active Duty.  

Who is eligible for Reduced Cost licenses & permits? 

 
Disabled veterans with at least a 40% service connected disability;  
Applicant must have received an honorable discharge; 
Applicant must have been a resident of New York State for 30 days 
immediately prior to date of application.  

What documentation is required to prove eligibility? 

 
A Certificate of Release or  Discharge from Active Duty;  

Certification from VA of percent of service-connected disability.  
 

How do you apply? 

Apply at any licensing entity. 

Who is eligible for Free licenses?  

Under the Patriot Plan, NYS Residents who are active service members of either the 

New York State Organized Militia, U.S. Reserve Forces, or certain members of the 

U.S. Armed Forces. (Inactive service status does not qualify an individual for free DEC 

sporting licenses). 

What free license types will be available to qualifying military personnel? 

The following FREE license types will be available: Small/Big Game, Trapping, Fishing. 

What documentation is required to prove eligibility for Free Licenses? 
 
US Armed Forces Identification Card  
Affidavit (available at www.dec.ny.gov/permits)  
Authorized leave orders showing applicant stationed outside of NY 
(for Active duty service members only). 

 
For additional information contact: 
 
NYS Department of Environmental Conservation at www.dec.ny.gov OR http://
nysparks.com/ 

Services offered… 

Compensation:       

service-connected.   

Pension:  non-service 

connected. 

Death Pension 

Federal Grave    

Markers 

VA Insurance Claims 

Medical Van       

Transportation 
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NYS Hunting Licenses & Fishing Permits 

Van Transportation... 

Don’t drive and need to get 

to the VA Medical Center or 

the Troy VA Clinic!? 

We offer complimentary van 

transportation to and from 

the VAMC and/or Clinic for 

most morning medical ap-

pointments. Call our office 

for more details, to included 

hours of operation and rules/

regulations 270-2760. 

http://www.dec.ny.gov
http://nysparks.com/
http://nysparks.com/


On August 13th,  we will celebrate the life and times of Daniel V. Keating, who was born on July 19, 1931 in Watervliet, New York. Daniel was the only 

child born to Daniel A. and Marguerite (Kelly) Keating. The Keating family resided in Green Island, New York. 

 

Daniel received his education at St. Joseph’s Grammar School in Green Island and was a graduate of Catholic Central High School in Troy, Class of 1948. 

After graduating from high school, Daniel obtained employment with Stone Brothers Construction Company in Troy as a bricklayer. 

 

On March 17, 1951 at St. Patrick’s Church in Watervliet, Daniel married Norma Connors. They settled into married life in Wynantskill. Of their union 

together they had four children; two sons, Daniel J. and James, and two daughters, Kelly and Dawn.  

 

On April 4, 1952, Daniel entered into the US Marine Corps in Albany, New York. On April 3, 1954 Corporal Keating was honorably discharged from the 

US Marine Corps in Charleston, South Carolina. For his honorable service to his country he was awarded the National Defense Service Medal. Corporal 

Keating would go on to serve in the US Marine Corps Reserve for 31 years. 

 

Upon his return to civilian life, Daniel attended and graduated from Hudson Valley Police Academy with a degree in police science, he also attended special-

ized training in homicide investigation at the University of New Hampshire. 

 

Daniel obtained employment with the New York State Police in 1955 and quickly moved from Trooper to Investigator and then finally to Senior Investiga-

tor. Daniel received numerous awards during his 36 year career with the NYS Police, which included 12 Superintendent’s Commendations and the 

“Monsignor Christopher B. Kane” Humanitarian Award for disregarding his own safety in disarming a dangerous drug dealer and protecting the life of a 

fellow trooper. 

 

In 1991 Daniel was elected Sheriff of Rensselaer County. Daniel would go on to be elected Sheriff of Rensselaer County for two more terms, resulting in 12 

years of service. Sheriff Keating retired on December 31, 2003.  

 

In his spare time, Daniel enjoyed fishing, boating, gardening; he was an avid jogger and played basketball in over 30 leagues, well past the age limit. He also 

enjoyed his family’s annual trip to the Saratoga Race Course. 

 

Sadly on January 30, 2012, Daniel passed away leaving behind his beloved wife of 60 years, Norma, his four children; and a loving family that had grown to 

include 10 grandchildren; Michael, Stephen, Lauren, Kamryn, Connor, Colin, Gary, Andrew, Kelsie; as well as a daughter-in-law, Lorrise and, a son-in-

law, Thomas. Daniel was predeceased by his grandson, Christopher. 

 

Daniel was buried with police and military honors at St. Patrick’s Cemetery in Watervliet, New York. 

 

August 13th...Honor-A-Deceased Veteran Ceremony in the Legislative Chambers, 8:30am Daniel V. Keating, USMC, Korea 

August 29th – September 3rd …Schaghticoke Fair  COME VISIT OUR BOOTH!       (Office Closed) 

September 15th... Uncle Sam Gravesite Ceremony at 10:00 a.m. followed by a brunch at the Veterans of Lansingburgh. 

September 16th…Uncle Sam Parade (see above article) 

September 10th...Honor-A-Deceased Veteran Ceremony in Legislative Chambers, 8:30am Philip T. Maloney, US Navy, WWII 

September 29th...Capital Region Veteran Stand-Down (see Page 3) 
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Upcoming events...                            

 September 15th & 16th Troy will celebrate Samuel Wilson’s birthday 

(9/13/1766).  This event includes a graveside ceremony on Saturday at Oakwood 

Cemetery at 10:00 am. Followed by a brunch at  the Veterans of Lansingburgh, tick-

ets can be purchased at the door.  On Sunday the festivities begin with a parade at 

1p.m., followed by family fun and entertainment in Powers Park and a fireworks 

show.                                     

     Our veterans office always participates in the parade.  It is our desire to have a 

large representation of Rensselaer County Veterans.  If you would like to join our 

marching contingent, (line-up at noon) you may contact our office for more details.   

JOIN US FOR THE UNCLE SAM PARADE... 

HONROR-A-DECEASED VETERAN FOR THE MONTH OF AUGUST:  

 

Former Rensselaer County Sheriff Daniel V. Keating 



Every second Monday of the month, Rensselaer County honors a deceased veteran in a very moving and respectful ceremony 

in the County Legislative Chambers. 

 

If you have a loved one who was a veteran from Rensselaer County and would like to have them honored, please contact the 

Rensselaer County Veterans at 270-2760 for an application. 

 

The following criteria applies to the honorees: 

- Must be from Rensselaer County (born, raised, or resided in); 

- Must have been discharged under honorable conditions and discharge must accompany application; 

- Copy of obituary must accompany application; 

- May only be honored once; 

- Submitted application must be legible and have a family contact (name, address and telephone number);  

- List of all medals, campaigns, and battles; 

- Include civilian history (all community services and organizations); 

- Be as detailed as possible,  the entire ceremony is dedicated to this veteran and it is their    life story; 

- Completed applications and supporting info must be turned into the Rensselaer County Veterans Service Agency.  
 

Latham, NY.  

If you are interested in going and 

can not get transportation to the 

Stand Down, you can contact your 

local Veterans Service Agency to 

inquire about transportation at the 

following county VA numbers: 

 

Albany……………… (518) 477-7713 

Columbia…………… (518) 828-9511 

Rensselaer………. (518) 270-2760 

Saratoga…………. (518) 884-4115 

Schenectady….. (518) 377-2423 

Washington…….. (518) 746-2470 

   Saturday, September 29th, from 

8:00 am until 1:00 pm will be the 

annual Veterans Stand Down for 

veterans who are homeless or at 

risk of being homeless and their 

families. 

   Free help will be available for      

employment, food, clothing, medical 

screening, legal assistance, as well 

as information on programs and ser-

vices.  Day care will be available 

throughout the day.  

   This event will take place at the 

Colonie BPO Elks, 11 Elks Lane, 

RETURN THE F.A.V.O.R.  

VETERAN DISCOUNT PROGRAM 
 

ARE YOU ELIGIBLE? 

Eligibility for the Rensselaer County Veterans’  

Discount Program is for Veterans or the widows 

/widowers of Veterans. 
 

Eligibility for a Veterans ID Card is dependent  

on being an honorably discharged Veteran of the 
United State Military. 

 

The Veteran or widow/widower MUST apply  
for the card in person. 

 

Receipt of the Veterans FAVOR card is dependent  
on the Veteran or widow/widower’s filing of an  

original Discharge (DD-214) at the Rensselaer  

County Clerk’s Office. 

 

WHERE DO I APPLY?   

Rensselaer County Clerk’s Office  
105 Third Street 

Troy, NY 12180  

(518) 270-4080 
 

Honor-A-Deceased Veteran Ceremony 

CAPITAL REGION VETERANS STAND DOWN 

Please send your ad layout and payment 

by October 19, 2012- NO EXCEPTIONS.  

We need this lead time in order to get 

the program “press” ready and would 

appreciate it if every effort would be 

made to adhere to this deadline. 

   Please make your check payable to the 

Rensselaer County Veterans Fund, 

1600 Seventh Avenue, Troy, NY 

12180. 

  If you have any questions you may 

contact our office at 270-2760. 

   Our 14th Annual Veterans Day 

Breakfast will be held on Sunday, No-

vember 4th. You may place your ad in 

our program at the following rates: 

 Full Page…..$100 

 1/2 Page…….$ 60 

 1/4 Page…….$ 30

 Booster……..$ 10 

Place Your Ad... 
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Veterans Preference for Fed-

eral Jobs (cont’d from Page 1) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               VETERANS: 

DO YOU HAVE LEGAL QUESTIONS?? 

LOOKING FOR ANSWERS BUT HAVE NO ACCESS TO AN ATTORNEY? 

 

            ANNOUNCING: 

   FREE EVENING LEGAL CLINIC 

WHERE? Albany VA Medical Center 

WHEN? Date, location, and time will be given when making an appointment. Call for details. 

WHAT? Free 1/2 hour private consultation with an attorney for advice and information regarding your legal                         

questions. 

HOW DO I SIGN UP? CALL 518-435-1770 

Say you want to make a legal clinic appointment for the LEGAL CLINIC AT ALBANY VA. 

 
DISCLAIMER: VA assumes no responsibility for the professional ability or integrity of The Legal Project. This referral 

does not constitute an endorsement or recommendation by the VA. 

Message from our Director…………….  

Here are some fact vs. fiction in regards to the Vietnam War that I thought you may find inter-esting.  

 
Myth: The average age of an infantryman fighting in Vietnam was 19. Assuming KIAs accurately represented age groups serving in Vietnam, the average age of an infantryman serv-ing in Vietnam to be 19 years old is a myth, it is actually 22.8. None of the enlisted grades have an average age of less than 20. The average age of a man who fought in World War II was 26 years of age.  
 

Myth: The domino theory was proved false. The domino theory was accurate. The ASEAN (Association of Southeast Asian Nations) countries, Philippines, Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore and Thailand stayed free of Communism because of the U.S. commitment to Vietnam. The Indonesians threw the Soviets out in 1966 because of America's commitment in Vietnam. With-out that commitment, Communism would have swept all the way to the Malacca Straits that is south of Singapore and of great strategic importance to the free world. If you ask people who live in these countries that won the war in Vietnam, they have a different opinion from the American news media. The Vietnam War was the turning point for Communism.   

Myth: The United States lost the war in Vietnam.  “The American military was not defeated in Vietnam. The American military did not lose a battle of any consequence. From a military standpoint, it was almost an unprecedented perform-ance.” (Westmoreland quoting Douglas Pike, a professor at the University of California, Berk-ley a renowned expert on the Vietnam War) [Westmoreland]. This included Tet 68, which was a major military defeat for the VC and NVA.  
 

Don’t forget to stop by and say hello to us at the Schaghticoke Fair.  

 

      Your in Patriotism,  

       BOB 
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FLY THE FLAG 

 
On Tuesday, September 11, 2012, an 

American flag should be displayed 

outside every home, apartment,  

office, and store in the United States. 

Every individual should make it 

their duty to display an American 

flag on this seventh anniversary of 

one of our country’s worst tragedies. 

 

We do this to honor those who lost 

their lives on 9/11, their families and 

loved ones who continue to endure 

the pain, and those who today are 

fighting at home and abroad to  

preserve our cherished freedoms. 

 

In the days, weeks and months fol-

lowing 9/11, our country was bathed 

in America flags as citizens mourned 

the incredible losses and stood 

shoulder-to-shoulder against 

terrorism. Sadly, a majority of those 

flags have all but disappeared. 

 

Our patriotism pulled us through 

some though times and it shouldn’t 

take another to galvanize us in soli-

darity. Our flag is the fabric of our 

country and together we can prevail 

over terrorism of all kinds. 

 

Stuyvesant Plaza 

1475 Western Avenue, STE 59 

Albany, NY 12203-3705 

518-435-1770 (phone) 

518-435-1773 (fax) 



Rensselaer County 

Unified Family Services 

Veterans Service Agency 

1600 Seventh Avenue 

Troy, NY   12180 

Phone: (518) 270-2760 

FAX:  (518) 270-2956 

Homes for Veterans Program offers fixed-rate mortgages with interest 

rates 0.5% below the already low interest rates charged on SONYMA mort-

gages with closing cost assistance. 

The Homes for Veterans Program features the following: 

1. Veterans, and their spouses or co-borrowers, need not be a first-time homebuyer. 

2. Interest rates that are 0.50% lower than our standard interest rates (for loans with closing 

cost assistance). 

3. Closing cost assistance up to the greater of $3,000 or 3% of the requested loan amount. 

4. No points or origination fees. 
Minimum borrower cash contribution only 1% (the remaining 2% can come from a gift or 

other acceptable source). 

Who is eligible for the mortgage program? 

To be eligible, an applicant must meet the following requirements: 

The applicant must be a veteran who served in the active military, naval, 

or air service who was discharged under conditions other than dishonor-

able. 

What documentation is required to prove eligibility? 

In order to qualify for the Homes for Veterans Program, the veteran must 

supply the following documentation with their SONYMA mortgage applica-

tion:     CONTINUED PAGE 2 

Van Transportation… 

Don’t drive and need to 

get to the VA Medical 

Center ? 

We offer complimentary 

van transportation to and 

from the VAMC and  

Clinic for most morning 

medical appointments. 

For more details call 270-

2760. 

 

Homes for Veterans 

RENSSELAER COUNTY VETERANS 

NEWSLETTER 
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14th Annual Veterans Breakfast 

Sunday, November 4, 2012 

8:30 am-11:30 am 

Noontime Medal Presentation Ceremony 

Free Breakfast at the 

 North Greenbush  

American Legion Post #1489 

(Free to all Veterans & Immediate  

Family Members only please) 

RETURN THE F.A.V.O.R.  

VETERAN DISCOUNT PROGRAM 

 

ARE YOU ELIGIBLE? 

Eligibility for the Rensselaer County  

Veterans’ Discount Program is for Veter-
ans or the widows/widowers of Veterans. 

 

Eligibility for a Veterans ID Card is  
dependent on being an honorably  

discharged Veteran of the United State 

Military. 
 

The Veteran or widow/widower MUST 

apply for the card in person. 
 

Receipt of the Veterans FAVOR card is 

dependent on the veteran or  widow/
widower filing of an original Discharge 

(DD-214) at the Rensselaer  County 

Clerk’s Office. 
 

WHERE DO I APPLY?  

Rensselaer County Clerk’s Office 
105 Third Street 

Troy, NY 12180  

(518) 270-4080 

 

Please Note: 

 
Both our county veterans vans 

will be off the road from  

December 24, 2012 to December 

28, 2012, for annual maintenance. 

They will resume their normal 

scheduled days and hours of  

operation on December 31, 2012. 

 

We apologize for any  

inconvenience this may cause. 



1. DD214 – Certificate of Release or Discharge from Active Duty; 

2. Military Veteran’s Eligibility Affidavit (SONYMA Form 243) [Required only if veteran (or their spouse or co-borrower) is not a 

first-time homebuyer 

How do you apply? 

Contact the State of New York Mortgage Agency (SONYMA) at 1-800-382-HOME (4663) or 

www.mortgagecorp.com and get pre-qualified with a SONYMA participating lender. 

 For More Information,  

Call 1-888-838-7697 or 518-474-6784 

 

 

 

November 4….Free Veterans Day Breakfast at the North Greenbush American Legion, 8:30 a.m.—11:30 a..m., Medal presentation at Noon 

November 6...Election Day—OFFICE CLOSED 

November 8 …Questar III Veterans Day Luncheon 11:00—12:30 pm, Rensselaer Education Center, 35 Colleen Road, Troy, RSVP @ 273-2264  

November 11….Veterans Day 

November 11...Veterans Day Walk in Troy, meet at Monument Square at 9 am, refreshments to follow at Lansingburgh Vets 

November 11 & 12…..Free car wash at Hoffman’s Car Wash for all veterans 

November 12….Veterans Day Observed-OFFICE CLOSED 

November 13...Honor-A-Deceased Veteran Ceremony—County Legislative Chambers at 8:15 a.m., David O. Kelly, USN, Vietnam 

November 22...Thanksgiving Day—OFFICE CLOSED 

November 23...OFFICE CLOSED 

December  10...Honor-A-Deceased Veteran Ceremony—County Legislative Chambers at 8:15 a.m., John J. Howes, USN, WWII 

 

Home for Veterans (Cont’d from Page 1) 

Upcoming Events: 

 

On November 4th Rensselaer County will celebrate its 14th Annual Veterans Breakfast and Medal Pres-

entation Ceremony.   This year’s event will be held at the North Greenbush American Legion Post be-

ginning at 8:30 am for breakfast and noon for the Medal Presentation Ceremony. 

 

The ceremony is truly moving as veterans are presented the medals and citations they have earned 

through their services to our nation.  Participating in this ceremony is without question one of the most 

enjoyable aspects of being County Executive.  

 

The breakfast is free to all veterans and their immediate families and I am hopeful that we will once 

again have a full house as we honor all those who have served in our armed forces!  And, especially with 

Veterans’ Day right around the corner, a big Thank You! To all those who’ve served!  

 

        Sincerely, 

           Kathleen M. Jimino 

A Message From Our County Executive 
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Call us by the 15th of the month and we 

will list your event .  

http://www.mortgagecorp.com/sonyma.php
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