
Synthetic Marijuana Consumer Fact Sheet 
 

 
What is synthetic marijuana? 
 
Answer:  Synthetic marijuana is a man made cannabinoid that mimics THC, 
which is sprayed on a blend of plants and herbal materials.  It was invented to act 
like marijuana however it is more powerful and dangerous.   It is usually smoked 
(using a pipe, a water pipe, or rolling the drug-spiked plant material in cigarette 
papers), but can also be eaten.  Marijuana is listed as a Schedule 1 controlled 
substance in New York State.  Schedule 1 controlled drugs are the most highly 
restricted drugs in New York State and are not legal for sale to the public.  Other 
examples of Schedule 1 controlled substances include heroin and LSD. 
 
How is it packaged? 
 
Answer:  It is sold as incense, herbal mixtures or potpourri, online and in 
convenience or smoke shops, and often carry a “not for human consumption” 
label in order to disguise the true purpose of the substance.  Beware of the name 
changes as they are changed often as is the chemical make-up.  Various 
formulations are being sold under names such as:  K2, Spice Gold, Spice, Spice 
Diamond, Yucatan Fire, Solar Flare, K2 Summit, Genie, PEP Spice, Fire n” Ice, 
Blonde, Blaze, Standard, Red Dawn X, and Citron. 
 
What are the dangerous effects of “synthetic marijuana” abuse? 
 
Answer:  The most common signs and symptoms are fast heart rates, 
hallucinations, dry mouth, convulsions, agitation, seizures, weakness, loss of 
consciousness, paranoid behavior, suicidal thoughts, psychotic episodes, 
tremors, nausea and vomiting.  Severe side effects may include acute renal 
failure and significant negative effects to the cardiovascular and central nervous 
systems.  Use of synthetic marijuana has been linked to death.  Synthetic 
marijuana does not currently show up on urine drug screen as THC. 
 
What is the legal status of “synthetic marijuana” in New York? 
 
Answer:  Effective March 28, 2012, these compounds are prohibited from sale 
and distribution pursuant to an Order for Summary Action signed by the 
Commissioner of Health.  This Order includes the five types of synthetic 
marijuana banned by the Drug Enforcement Administration on March 1, 2011.   
 
 
 
 
 



Who is abusing “synthetic marijuana”? 
 
Answer:   The Upstate New York Poison Control Center received approximately 
180 exposure calls in 2011.  They report that synthetic marijuana is being used 
by anyone, regardless of age, gender, or status. 
 
How big is the problem? 
 
Answer:  The United States Poison Control Centers indicated in 2010 there were 
3,000 calls that increased in 2011 to 7,000 exposure calls. 
 
Why the concern? 
 
Answer:  Synthetic marijuana is very dangerous and can lead to heart attacks, 
brain damage, kidney failure, scary images, and hallucinations.  Therefore, pose 
an imminent hazard to public safety. 
 
How may I contact the Poison Control Center? 
 
Answer:  The Poison Control Center can be reached at (800)222-1222. 
   


