
Synthetic Marijuana-Retailer Fact Sheet 
 
 

What is “synthetic marijuana”? 
 
Answer:  Synthetic marijuana is a man made cannabinoid that mimics THC, 
which is sprayed on a blend of plants and herbal materials.  These are just 
several of the chemicals included in “synthetic marijuana”; CP 47,497, JWH-018, 
1-Pentyl-3-(1-naphthoyl)indole, and cannabicyclohexanol.  They are powerful 
drugs of abuse that may cause severe side effects.  They may also be called 
“plant food” or “herbal incense”. 
 
What are the dangerous effects of “synthetic marijuana”? 
 
Answer:  The most common signs and symptoms are fast heart rates, 
hallucinations, dry mouth, convulsions, seizures, weakness, agitation, loss of 
consciousness, suicidal thoughts, paranoid behavior, psychotic episodes, 
tremors, nausea and vomiting.  Severe side effects may include acute renal 
failure and significant negative effects to the cardiovascular and central nervous 
systems.  Use of synthetic marijuana has been linked to death.  Synthetic 
marijuana does not currently show up on urine drug screen as THC. 
 
How is this substance marketed? 
 
Answer:  It is sold as incense, herbal mixtures or potpourri, online and in 
convenience or smoke shops, and often carry a “not for human consumption” 
label in order to disguise the true purpose of the substance.  Beware of the name 
changes as they are changed often as is the chemical make-up.   
 
These are a variety of names used but not limited to: 
 
K2  
Spice Gold 
Spice 
Spice Diamond 
Yucatan Fire 
Solar Flare 
K2 Summit 
Genie 
PEP Spice 
Fire n” Ice 
Bliss  
Black Mamba 
Bombay Blue 
Zombie World 
Bad-to-the-Bone 



Blaze 
Dark Night 
Earthquake 
Berry Blend 
The Moon 
G-Force 
K2 Blonde 
K2 Standard 
Blueberry Haze 
Dank 
Demon Passion Smoke 
Hawaiian Hybrid 
Magma 
Ninja 
Ono Budz 
Panama Red Ball 
Puff 
Sativah Herbal Smoke 
Skunk 
Ultra Chronic 
Vodoo Spice 
Aroma 
 
What is the legal status of “synthetic marijuana” in New York State? 
 
Answer:   Effective March 28, 2012, these compounds are prohibited from sale 
and distribution pursuant to an Order for Summary Action signed by the 
Commissioner of Health.  This Order includes the five types of synthetic 
marijuana banned by the Drug Enforcement Administration on March 1, 2011.   
 
 
How should the retailer dispose/destroy the “synthetic marijuana”? 
 
Answer:  Retailers must cease all sales and distribution of these compounds.  
For information related to the disposal/destruction of these products, please 
contact the New York State Division of Environmental Conservation, Division of 
Materials Management, at (518) 402-8678. 
 


